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the wars and to the scarcity of corn caused by the reduced
gross production of enclosed farms. At the end of the
century the rapid increase of population and the great rise
in prices, caused by the French war, led to a great deal of
enclosure, particularly of the waste, and the adoption of
improved methods, particularly near the new industrial
towns where the demand for food and the need for econo-
mical use of land were pressing.
The Corn . Throughout the century a series of Corn Laws were enforced
in the interests of the British farmer. The policy of regulat-
ing the supply of corn had been taken over by the State from
the manorial courts, and the first Corn Law was passed in
1436*0 In 1670 a law had been passed imposing a prohibit-
ory duty on the import of corn when the price in the home
market reached 533. 4d. per quarter and a duty of 8s. per
quarter when the price stood at between 535. 4$. and 8os.
per quarter. ^Export was allowed freely, except in times of
shortage, when the price reached 535. 4d. per quarter. In
1689 the customs duty, and in 1699 the subsidy and other
duties on export, were removed; in 1689 *he bounty which
had been paid upon export from 1673 to 1681 was revived.
These laws continued unaltered until 1773, but in years of
shortage, as In 1698, 1708, 1741, and 1757-9, permission to
export and the bounty were withdrawn, and in 1741, 1757,
and 1758 import was allowed duty-free. From 1765 England
was unable to provide sufficient for her needs, import was
increasing and the right to export and the payment of the
bounty were almost continuously withdrawn. In 1773
a new law was passed: a prohibitory duty was levied when
the price in the home market reached 443. per quarter (instead
of 533. 4(1.), a duty of 173. per quarter was levied when the
price ranged from 445. to 483. per quarter, and when corn
sold at 483. per quarter, a duty of only 6d. per quarter was
levied on Import. Export was forbidden as soon as the
price reached 445. per quarter. In 1791 the import of corn
was facilitated by imposing the duty of 6d. when the price
was ,54$. (instead of 483.), reducing the duty when prices
1 For an account of early Corn Laws, see Lipson, Econ. Hist, of
England, vol. ii., ch. iii., sect, iv.

